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(being but a child of ten or eleven yeares of age) sitting in a
round-house, with some sixteene or eighteen noblemen of the
countrey about him in some reasonable estate. The generall did
his obeysance, and the king welcommed him very kindly. And
after the generall had had some conference about his message,
hee delivered to the kings hand Her Majesties letter, with a
present of plate and some other things withall; which the king
received with a smiling countenance, and referred the generall,
for further conference, to one of his nobles, who was then
Protector. After some houre and an halfes conference had of
many things, the said nobleman (as from the king) received the
generall under the kings protection, and all his company;
willing him to come aland, and buy and sell without any kinde
of molestation, for there he should be as safe as if he were in his
owne countrey; and to this all the nobles agreed with one con-
sent. There passed many speeches of divers things, which, for
brevities sake, I omit to trouble the reader withall; for my
purpose is to shew the effect of this first setling of the trade in the
East-Indies, rather then to particularize of them.
The generall, after his kind welcome and conference had, tooke
his leave of the king and the rest of the nobles, and presently
gave order for the providing of housing, whereof the king willed
him to make his best choice, wheresoever he would. So within
two dayes the merchants brought goods ashore and beganne to
sell. But one of the kings nobles came to the generall, and said it
was the custome of that place that the king should buy and
furnishe himselfe before the subjects should buy anything.
The generall was well contented, for he was advised that he
would give a reasonable price and pay very well. The king being
served, the merchants went forward in their sales; so that
within some five weekes much more was sold there in goods
then would have laden our two shippes; and yet they brought
away from thence two hundred and seventie-sixe bagges of
pepper. These contayned sixtie-two pound waight apiece, and
cost at first penny 5^ rials of eight1 the piece, beside our
anchorage and the kings custome; which anchorage, for our
two ships, cost us, by agreement the generall made with the
1 'A riall of 8 is foure shillings six pence sterling* (note in Purchas).